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Nguon goc va khuyét diem

Nguyén Ky Phong

Chién tranh Viét Nam c6 nhiéu tran danh khdc liét; khdc liét trong ¥ nghia vé& cudng do ctia hoa luc, cap sb
quan tham dy, va s6 thwong vong d6i bén. Nhitng trin dénh thuong duoc nhic dén trong quan sir nhu trén tir
thit An Loc, thang 6-1972; tran tai chiém CO6 Thanh Quéang Tri, thang 9-1972;hai cudc hanh quan danh qua
Cam Bot, Toan Thang 42 va Toan Thang 1/71, thang 5-1970Vva thaing 1-1971; trdn D6i 1062 & Thudng Dic,
Quang Nam... Nhung n6i bat hon hét Iz cudc hanh quén tan cong vao nhitng cin ctr hiu can clia cong san Viét
Nam (CSVN) & Ha Lao vao thang 2 nim 1971. So véi cac trin danh vira duoc ké tén, hanh quan Lam Son 719
(HQLS719) I6n va khdc liét hon vé moi mit.

Ngoai su throng vong cao ctia d6i bén, HQLS719 con duoc néi dén nhu mdt cudc hanh quin co nhiéu khuyét
diérg — khuyét diém tir lac soan thao cho dén khi thuc hién. HQLS719 con guqc nhéc’lai trong sy nghi ngd do
1a ké hoach hanh quan da bi bai 16 tir lic soan thdo, nhung cudc hanh quan van duogc tiép tuc dé dua dao quan
Viét Nam Cong hoa (VNCH) di vao tir 10. Bai viét ndy so hrgc lai nguon gdc va khiém khuyét cta cudc hanh
quan, dwa vao mot s tai lidu duoc giai mat trong thoi gian gin day.
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Tinh hinh tong quat ciia VNCH vio cudi nim 1970

Trude khi ndi vé quyét dinh dua dén HQLS719, ching ta nhin so qua tinh hinh chinh tri va quan sy cia VNCH
trong ndm 1970, va tinh hinh tong quat ctia hyc lwong CSVN ¢ Ha Lao.

Nim 1970 14 nim thanh cong nhat cia VNCH tir sau khi chién tranh bing nd manh vao cudi nim 1964. Chuong
trinh Viét Nam hod — Hoa Ky trao cudc chién lai cho Quan lyc VNCH (QLVNCH) — d4 tién hanh dwgc hon
mot nam, va sy thanh cong cua QLVNCH trén moi chién truong duoc chirng t6 khi CSVN cho luu hanh Quyét
nghi 9 vao thang 6-1969. [1] Quyét nghi 9 chi thi cic bo tu énh CSVN & chién truong B (chién truong trong
linh thd VNCH, dé phan biét voi chién truong ¢ Lao va Cam Bét) tranh dung tran néu c6 thé duoc; tré vé
chién thuat du kich chién dé bao vé quan sb; va ch1 nén duong dau voi VNCH trén mit tran chinh tri hon I
ngoai chién truong. Song song véi thanh cong vé quén su, nhu:ng chuong trinh binh dinh néng thén da pha huy
ha tang co sd ctia CSVN, dem lai sy an ninh cho x3 ap ¢ mién Nam. Su tri phti va sO lua gao san xudt trong
nam 1969 va 1970 cho thay su thanh cong cua chinh phut VNCH vé mit an ninh ndi an va trong ké hoach binh
dinh, xdy dung nong thon. [2]

Trung tudn thang 3-1970, véi su hop tac cua tan chinh phit Lon Nol, QLVNCH va Hoa Ky tdn cong va cac cin
ctr hau can CSVN ¢ bén trong linh thd Cam Bot. Cude hanh quan Toan Thing 42 do cac don vi & quan doan III
va IV, hai su doan Thuy quan Luc chién va Nhay du VNCH, va mét s6 don vi Thiét ky va Khong ky Hoa Ky
thuc hién. Hanh quan Toan Thing 42 dem lai két qua ngoai strc tudng tuwong cua Bo Tong Tham muru VNCH va
B6 Tu lénh MACV: s6 vii khi va quan nhu dung tich thu duoc tir cin cir hu can cong san du dé trang bi cho 54
tiéu doan chanh qui; gao tich thu dwoc du nudi 50 ngan quén cta B-2 tir bon dén sau thang (7.000 tan gao).

Thiét hai nhan su cia QLVNCH 1 638 chét; 3009 bi thwong. Phia Hoa Ky, 338 chét; 1525 bj thwong. Thiét hai
CSVN 13 hon 11.300 tir thwong; 2.300 tii binh. [3] Thiét hai cila phia dong minh twong ddi nhé so véi két qua
thu duoc.

Chién théng dé dang [4] 6 Cam B6t dua dén sy him hé cho Bo Téng Tham muu VNCH, B6 Tu &énh MACYV va
B6 Tu lénh Thai Binh Duong (trén nguyén tic day [a bo tu énh nim trén dau MACV). Sau khi hanh quan Toan
Thing 42 két thuc vao thang 8-1970, [5] du kién cua déng minh 1, néu sb du trit cia CSVN ¢ Cam Bt nhiéu
nhur vy thi cic can ctr tiép liéu hau can nim trén duong xAm nhap H6 Chi Minh ¢ Ha Lao phai chira nhiéu hon.
Pau thang 11-1970 d6 déc John McCain ctia BO Tu 1énh Théi Binh Duong yéu cau dai tuéng Creighton

Abrams ctia Bo Tu bnh MACV diéu nghién mot ké hoach hanh quan qua Ha Lao dé cit dut duong xam nhap
HO6 Chi Minh. Khong giéng nhu cudc hanh quian déanh qua Cam B6t, d6 ddc McCain thong bao, ké hoach danh
qua Lo co6 mot gidi han: Hoa Ky chi yém tro vé khong van va khong lrc. QLVNCH i lyc hrong danh vao muc
tibu; cd vin My cua cac don vi VNCH khong duoc thip ting véi don vi qua bén kia bién gidi voi bat ctr Iy do
gl. [6] Pau thang 12-1970, B Tu lénh MACYV loan béo va thim do ¥ kién Bo Tong Tham muru VNCH vé modt
ké hoach danh qua Ha Lao.



Lao va duwong xam nhap H6 Chi Minh

Vuong Quédc Lao. Dau nim 1971, khi VNCH chuan bj tan cong vao
nhitng cin c&r hau can trén nh thd Lao, thi Hoa Ky da tham du va diéu
khién mot chién tranh “bi mat” & vuong qubc d6 hon bay nim. O
Thuong Lao, nhan vién CIA My diéu khien mot dao quan hon 20 ngan
ngudi cua twéng Vang Pao, giao chién thuong xuyén voi hai su doan
quan CSVN va Pathet Lao. O Ha Lao, Luc lrong Dac bist VNCH va
Hoa Ky, tir nim 1964, d3 xAm nhap vao nhiéu dia diém tr Déo Mu Gia
xudng dén binh nguyén Bolovens dé danh dau toa d6 cho nhirng chién &
dich doi bom chién Iroc bang B-52. pe e ,,..,n

Goi la “chién tranh bi mat” vi B6 Qudc phong Hoa Ky khong thdng bao cho Quéc hoi biét vé nhung ngan
khoan quén sy chi tiéu & Lao; va CSVN — du bi doi bom thuong xuyén — ciing khong 1n tiéng, Vi ho ludn
ludn tuyén bd ho khong ¢ quan hay cin cir trén dat Lao. Chinh phu Hoang gia Lao ciing khong c6 chon hra nao
khac hon 13 yén lang: ho hy vong vao Hoa Ky dé day lui su xam lan ctia CSVN. Trong sy pha nhan cua tit ca
can su, cudc chién tiép tuc xay ra trong vong “bi mat.” [7]

Puong xam nhap H6 Chi Minh. Lyc lwrong CSVN/ Viét cong ¢
NORTH VIET NAM mién Nam khong thé tiép tuc chién déu hon mot ndm néu khong
v | s e—Cease-fre line, Jufy 22,1954 nhan duoc tiép liéu tir bén ngoal Diéu nay dung hon khi cac don vi
N cong san mo nhitng cuge tin cong voi cap so tleu doan, trung doan
tro 1én. [8] Bé nudi Song y dinh xam chiém mién Nam bang v6 hyc,
thang 5-1959 CSVN thiét lap Poan 559 dé chuyén nguoi va vii khi
vao nam. Nhiém vu cta Boan 559 la xdy dung va duy tri mot hé
théng duong xam nhap trén dat Lao, chay dai tir déo Mu Gia (rdi
sau do tir nhitng con déo bang qua bién giéi ¢ Quang Binh va Vinh
Linh) xudng dén nhirng tinh & mién déng bac Cam Bét (khoang
N A Katum, BU Gia Map, phia VNCH). Tir nim 1959 dén nim 1965,
CAMBODIA b phuong tién van tai trén duong xdm nhap H6 Chi Minh (PHCM) la
o M Thodd sirc ngudi, xe dap thd, voi, hay trau bo. Nhung vao mia khd nim
1965 (mia khd & Ha Lao bat dau vao thang 10 va kéo dai dén cudi
thang 4), CSVN quyét dinh co giéi hoa phwong tién van chuyén —
ding xe dé chuyén chg. Dung xe thi phai lam duong, va hé thong
3 duong van tai cia CSVN bung ra moi noi trén dat Lao. Nam 1971,
Saigon- / khi QLVNCH soan thao ké hoach dénh vao nhirng cin cir hau can
i SOUTH trén con duong chien hrge d6, PHCM khong con la mdt “con
VIET NAM duong” nira, ma la mot hé thong duong ngang, duong doc, chang
» : chit trén dat Lao. Tai ligu cia CSVN ndi hé thong PHCM c6 tat ca
- & Speilal Fovt ciy la 17.000 cay sb. D6 la con sé phong dai. Nhung su wdc lwrong dén
e tir VNCH va Hoa Ky thi tong cong hé théng PHCM c6 khong dudi
10.000 cay sb.
Mot chi tiét ma hai phia déu cong nhan: hé théng DPHCM gdm c6 sau duong doc (chay tir bic xudng nam); 21
duong ngang (tir tay sang dong, dan tir lanh thd Lao vao bién gisi VNCH); va mot sé duong vong khong ké hét
(duong vong Ia duong ding dé trén bom, hay chay vong ngang mét truc 19 chanh dang bi bom pha hay). Nam
1970 ciing 3 nim CSVN hoan tat hé théng dng dan dau tir Quang Binh qua déo Mu Gia, vong qua phia tay
Tchepone va xudi nam, di vao thung King A Shau. Hé thong 6ng dau khong Ion (dng c6 duong kinh 20 phén),
nhung du dé cung cap nhién ligu cho hon 60 tiéu doan xe van tai va hai trung doan xe ting dong ¢ Trung va Ha
Lao. [9]
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Vi cy s6 cua hé thong duong gia ting, nhan hrc va quan hrc can co dé bao vé PHCM phai gia ting. Poan 559
ldc thanh hinh c6 cap s tiéu doan v6i khong hon 400 ngudi, nim 1970 dwgc nang Ién cap sé binh doan voi



63.000 quén, va 12.000 dan cong tap dich. Tir mot tram giao lién dan duong duy nhit & Khe Gid, bay gio
DHCM c¢6 67 tram giao lién dwong bo va dwong thiy, va 30 binh tram. Mdi binh tram c6 cp sb twong duong
mot trung doan. Nam 1969 PHCM chuyén van duoc 78.000 tin; va ndm 1970, 74.000 tdn quan nhu dung. Hé
théng phong khdng bao vé nhirng truc duong quan trong gia ting theo ti I s6 lrong hang chuyén van. Nam
1965 lyc lwrong phong khong trén DPHCM c6 khoang 190 sing phong khong; nam 1970 hoa hrc phong khong
bao vé dudng c6 hon 970 sing phong khong. Khau d6 siing phong khéng gom du loai: tir loai 12.7 ly dé chéng
tryc thing, dén 85 ly cO tam sat hai trén cao do cuia van tai co vo trang AC-130. Doi khi dai bac phong khong
100 ly dwoc st dung dé him doa nhitng phi tuin B-52. Nhi¢u hon hét 1 loai 23 ly va 37 ly diéu khién bang ra-
da, mot vii khi dang so cho tat ca nhitng phi co hoat dong dudi 10.000 bo (bdn cay s6). [10]

Hoa Ky va VNCH khong phai khong biét vé su banh truéng cia PHCM. Tir naim 1964 VNCH va Hoa Ky da
dua ra nhiéu ké hoach dé ngan chin hay giéi han hru wong xam nhap trén PHCM. Nhung Ha Lao, véi dia hinh
hiém tro, rirng gia che pha mat dat, va ni doi “tring tring diép diép,” moi ké hoach danh pha, ngin chin da
khong dem lai két qua nhu mong muén. Trude khi nhitng todn Luc lwong Bic biet MACV-SOG hdn hoip Viét-
M$ xam nhap vao Ha Lao dé vién tham, Luc lrong Diac biét VNCH da dwa ndm toan vao Ha Lao trong hai
thang 4 va thang 6 nam 1964 dé tham thinh. Tuy nhién trong sé 30 nhan vién cia nim toan, chi c6 nim nguoi
tro vé duoc, hai mwoi Em nguoi Kia chét hodc mét tich. [11] Nhitng Luc hrong Bic biét tro vé bao céo cho biét
can binh cong san day dic ¢ Ha Lao. Vé phia Hoa Ky, ngoai nhitng toan Luc lwong Pac biét duoc dua vao
tham thinh nhitng muc tiéu trén BPHCM thuong xuyén, tir nam 1968 Bo Tu lénh MACYV da thuc hién nhirng
chién dich doi bom chién hroc hang ngay trén nhitng cua khau xam nhap vao Ha Lao. Chién dich doi bom
Commando Hunt chi gisi han vao bén trong diém xam nhap vao Ha Lao: Béo Mu Gia, Ban Karai, Ban Ravin,
va mot ctra khau trén dau cia giao diém Song Rao Quang va bién gisi Lao (hudng tdy bac Khe Sanh). [12] Mot
ngdy ba lan, mdi trong diém bi ba phi tuin cia chin phio dai bay B-52 doi bom. Mot B-52 théng thuong cho
105 qua bom 500 can. Khoang giira ciia nhitng phi vu B-52 1a 125-150 phi vu chién thuat rai bom CBU nd
cham, dé ngin chin dan cong sira nhitng doan dudng vira bj phd. Khong quan Hoa Ky thyc hién nhitng chién
dich doi bom nhu vay tir thang 11-1968 cho dén tuan I8 cudi cing cua thang 1-1971, trudc khi QLVNCH chuan
bi bang qua bién gioi. [13]

Su khai sinh cia hanh quan Lam So'n 719

Henry A. Kissinger trong hoi ky White House Years, noi vé
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nguon gbc dua dén ké hoach HQLS719 nhu sau, “Su thanh
cong thi ¢ nhidu ngudi cha. Nhung that bai 1 dua con
khong ngudi nhan.” [14] Y 6ng C6 van An ninh Qudc gia
mudn ndi I3, khdng ai trong chinh phi Nixon nhan Ia cha dé
cua ké hoach HQLS719. That su ching ta khdng cd nhidu
tai liéu khan dinh ai tic gia “v&” ra ké hoach. Nhung nhiéu
tai liéu cho thiy Kissinger c6 tham du va déc thic viéc thuc
hign HQLS719. Tai ligu r6 rang nhat dén tir hoi ky cua H.
R. Haldeman, tham muu truong Toa Bach bc, khi Kissinger
n6i voi Haldeman la 6ng muon ndi chuyén voi tong trurong
qudc phong Melvin Lair va do doc Thomas Moorer (Tham
muu Trudng Ban Tham muu Lién quan), truéc mat Tong
thdng Richard Nixon, vé ké hoach HQLS719.

Ly do la Kissinger mudn thiy Nixon truc tiép ra lénh cho hai nguoi thi hanh ké hoach. Mot tai liéu khac dén tir
dai tuéng Alexander Haig, phu ta quan su cho Kissinger ic dwong thoi. Trong hoi ky Inner Circles, twéng Haig
néi Ban Tham muru Lién quan soan ké hoach HQLS719 qua sy thic giuc cua Nixon va Kissinger. [15] C6 thé la
nhu vdy. Nhung tai lidu cho thiy chinh tuéng Haig 1d ngudi dich than dem huan Iénh cua tong Théng Nixon
qua Sai Gon ngay 13 thang 12-1970, dé thong béo cho MACV vé ké hoach danh qua bién gioi. [16]



Al 4 téc gia ké hoach HQLS719 c6 thé khdng quan trong. Quan trong hon I vi Iy do ndo ké hoach nay dwoc dé
nghi v6i thim quyén. Séch vo va tai liéu cho thdy Iy do chinh tri va quan sy thuc ddy su thanh hinh cua

HQLS719 — Iy do chinh tri va quan sy cua nam 1970-71.

Ly do chinh tri. Kissinger — va ciing c6 thé Nixon — c6 mot thic day chinh tri khi d& nghi hay thic day ké
hoach HQLS719. Kissinger khong noéi ra diéu ndy trong hdi ky. Di nhién ong s& khdng bao gio néi ra nhitng an
y chinh tri cuia mdt ké hoach. Cong ching chi biét duoc diéu ndy nho vao hd so dugc giai mat sau ndy. Nam
2002 Trung tAm Luu trir Van khé Québc gia cho giai mat mot van thu cta Kissinger lién hé dén HQLS719.
Trong van thu, Kissinger giai thich su can thiét cia HQLS719 d6i vai bdi canh chinh tri My cho hai nim 1971-
72. Nam 1972 a ndm bau ct Tong théng Hoa Ky. Nixon can duoc sy ung ho tuyét dé cua cu tri. DE dén bu lai
loi Nixon da htra voi ctr tri trong nhiem ky thir nhat, 1a 6ng s& két thic cudc chién & Vist Nam trong trong vong
mot ndm sau khi nhiém chirc, lan ng cir nhiém ky hai, Nixon phai cho ctr tri thiy cudc chién Viét Nam kha
quan, néu khong nodi 1a dong minh dang thing thé. Mot cudc tan cong qua Lao vao nim 1971 s& gdy nhidu thiét
hai cho CSVN. Va néu CSVN khoi phuc lai sirc hrc dé de doa tinh hinh an ninh cho VNCH, thi it nhit ho ciing
can dén hon mot nim — nghia 1 sau khi cudc bau cir 1972 hoan tat. [17] Kissinger hy vong nhu vdy. Hon nira,
tir thang 8-1969 Hoa Ky da lan hroc rit quan theo ké hoach — mbt tién trién lam vira Iong gioi phan chién —
néu cudc tan cong qua Lao c6 két qua nhu du doan, thi chwong trinh it quan va chuong trinh Viét Nam hoa s&
thanh cong theo y mudn. D6 1a muru hrge chinh tri cua Kissinger trong twong quan ctia HQLS719 va mua bau
cu 1972.

Ly do quan su. Ly do quan su cho ké hoach HQLS719 thi qué rd; khéng ai phu nhan dwoc — ngay ca phia
CSVN. Sy thanh ¢6ng my mén trong lan danh qua Cam B6t. Quan hrc CSVN gan nhu kiét qué. Nghi quyét 9 va
nhitng dot rit quan vé Bic vi khong con du hrong thyc dé nubi quan... Tat ca nhitng yéu td d6 thuc day cac tu
lenh Vit - My di dén quyét dinh: day Ia thoi diém t6t nhat dé tin cong cac can cir hau can cia CSVN ¢ Lao; cat
dut duong tiép té vao nam cua cong san. Mot yéu té khac 1am cho gioi linh dao Viét - My phai quyét dinh
nhanh hon: Cudi nim 1970 quan Iwc My con 334 ngan quan & Viét Nam, véi day du tiép liéu va hoa hrc. Néu
danh 1d phai danh ngay, néu chan cho, hoa hrc yém tro ciia Hoa Ky s& mat dan theo da rit quan trong nhitng
nam ké tiép.

Vi thuc té quan su kha quan — dé phuc vu cho mdt tuong lai chinh tri — Toa Bach éc ra Iénh cho Ban Tham
muu Lién Quén so thao di an cho HQLS719. Pau thang 11-1970, Bo Tu lénh Thai Binh Dwong yéu cau B Tu
lenh MACV phat hoa ké hoach hanh quan qua Ha Lao. Muc tiéu chinh 3 Tchepone; va tat ca cac can cir hau
can nam tir huotng dong nam Tchepone xung tan A Shau.

Khai niém “Hanh quan” cia HQLS719

HQLS719 c6 cap s6 quan doan, véi mdt hrc hrong tuwong duong ba su
doan tham dy. Cudc hanh quan c6 bén giai doan. Giai doan I, c6 tén
Dewey Canyon Il, do cac hrc lrong Hoa Ky phu trach. [18] Muc tiéu
cla giai doan | la giai toa qudc 16 9 tir Dong Ha dén bién giéi Viét-
Lao & Lao Bao; tai chién cin cir Khe Sanh dé thiét lap Bo Chi huy
Tién phuong ctia HQLS719; va, tai thiét phi truong Khe Sanh lam
diém chuyén van chanh. Giai Doan Il. Cac hrc lrong VNCH, ding
qudc 16 9 1Am hudng tién quan, danh chiém Ban Bong, mot vi tri quan
trong nam trén dwong 9, cach bién gioi chirng 12 cay sd.




Giai doan IlI: Sau khi cing ¢b hrc krong, quan Nhay di s& duoc truc thing van tir Ban Dong d6 bo vao chiém
Tchepone, khoang 42 cay s tir Lao Bao. Trong lic dé Iwc hrong thiét ky van tién danh doc theo dudng 9 dé bt
tay voi canh quan & Tchepone sau. Giai doan IV: Sau khi chiém Tchepone va phé hiy cin cir hau can & dé, cac
don vi VNCH s& quay vé hudng dong nam, tiép tuc luc soat va pha huy can ctr tiép van & Aloui (Aluoi) Ta Bat,
A Shau, trén dudng tré vé bién giéi. Cudc hanh quan s& kéo dai ba thang, khoi dién sau Tét Tan Hoi (thang 27
thang 1-1971 1a ngdy Tét) cho dén dau thang 5, khi mila mua bat dau ¢ Ha Lao.

Khai niém “hanh quan” dwgc Bo Tong Tham muu va MACYV chép nhan va truyén dat xudng Quén doan I
(QPI) va Bo Tu lénh Quan doan XXIV (QDXXIV). [19] Tuy nhién trong thoi gian QBI va QBXXIV b tlc
thém nhitng chi tiét phu cho cudc hanh quan, Hoa Thinh Bén Vin chua quyét dinh chic chan & HQLS719 s&
duoc thuc hién hay khong.

Nhirng khiém khuyét cia hanh quan Lam Son 719

O phan trén ching ta thdy hoan canh dua dén quyét dinh thue hign HQLS719 — hai it ra 1a soan thao su kha thi
cua ké hoach. Phan ny ching ta n6i vé nhitng khuyét diém ciia HQLS719.

Khuyét diém trong ltic soan thao

—ae e | A Sau khi Toa Bach oc va BTMLQHK dong ¥ ké hoach
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e mo'f::t. Sacre | HQLS719, ngay 6 thang 11-1970 By Tu €nh Thai Binh Duong
annterenae | yBY caU MACV soan thao ké hoach. [20] Hom sau, 7 thang 11,
Dai st Bunker va Dai tuéng Abrams hoi kién 80 phit véi Tong
théng Thiéu, trinh bai nhitng ké hoach tin cong qua bién gioi.
Tong thong Thidu dong ¥ trén cin ban ba ké hoach danh qua bién
gi6i, va cho phép thuc hién ngay nhitng ké hoach c6 thé thuc hién
duoc. [21] Ngay 11 thang 1-1971 Tong truong Qubc phong
Melvin Lair va TMT BTMLQHK d6 d6c Thomas Moorer, dén
Sai Gon va co hdi kién voi Tong thong Nguyen Vin Thiéu vé ké
hoach HQLS719. Mét lan nira Tong thdng Thiéu tai xac dinh su

ung ho cia VNCH.

Vin dé con lai |a sy ung ho ciia Vwong qudc Lao. Nhung cho dén ngay 21 thang 1, Bo Ngoai giao Hoa Ky va
VNCH van chua biét Hoang than Souvana Phouma cua Lao c¢6 cho phép QLVNCH dem quan vao Ha Lao hay
khong. Thém vao d6, chinh Tong truong Ngoai giao William Rogers ciing khong dong y ké hoach HQLS719.
Roger phan dbi vi ong nghi danh vao Tchepone i mot ké hoach nguy hiém: Thanh cong thi khong sao, nhung
néu that bai thi ké hoach Viét Nam hoa ciia Hoa Ky s& mang tiéng xau. Ngay 22 thang 1, Souvana Phouma chi
ddng ¥ cho QLVNCH danh vao khu virc ¢ phia cuc bac ving ba bién gisi (Lao-Cam Bét-Viet Nam, cuc tay cua
Kham buc). [22]



b. Véi sy thuyét phuc cua Tong théng Nixon, Ngoai trudng Rogers luzorng hr dong y. Sau d6 Rogers ra Iénh cho
Dai st McMurtrie Godley ¢ Van Tuong cb van |
cho SouvanaPhouma Ién tiéng vé HQLS719.
Phouma Ién tiéng phan ddi truée du udn — su
phan di cd tinh toan bén trong. Dau tién dng Ién
tiéng phan ddi bét ctr sy xdm pham no cua '
VNCH vao lanh thd Lao. Roi sau d6 éng chi trich |
su hién dién ciia CSVN trén dat Lao, néi tat ca la
I6i cua ho. Va cubi cung, dng hy vong QLVNCH
s&... roi khoi lanh thé Lao trong mot, hai tuan (y
noéi la hanh quan cang ngan cang tot).

c. Nhung khi thdy nhiéu Xung dot va bat dong
nhat tir cap trén tham quyén dan su (Bo Qudc
phong vs Bo Ngoai giao; Lair vs Rogers; Bo
Ngoai giao vs Nixon...) ngay 27 thang 1 Dai
tuong Abrams goi dién van cho TTMTLQ
Thomas Moorer, ndi dng s& hiy bo ké hoach
HQLS719, va s€ chinh thic loan béo véi céc bo
tr énh lién hé vao ngay 29. Nhung ngay ngay
27, Nixon hop voi ban tham muu va ra Iénh cho
thuc thuc hién Giai doan | cia HQLS719 (QLHK
tai chiém Khe Sanh). Giai doan Il s& quyét dinh
sau, nhung 1énh thuc hién hay hiy bo phai dén tir : : - 3

Hoa Thinh Bén. [23] Ngay 29 thang 1, Nixon ra léenh MACV phdi hop va yém tro cugc hanh quan Toan Thang
1/71 danh tré lai Cam Bt voi khoang 19 ngan quan VNCH tham du. Nhung quyet dinh t6i hau vé HQLS719
van chua duoc thaim quyén cao nhat quyét dinh. Sau cling, ngay 4 thang 2-1971, duoc knh cua Nixon, doé dc
Moorer cho lénh tién hanh Giai doan Il. Va HQLS719 khai hanh.

Qua ba chi tiét a, b, va ¢ trén, ching ta thdy ké hoach hanh quan dwoc dé nghi va soan thao trong su e dé, thiéu
nghi quyét, vi qua phu thuoc vao quyét dinh chinh tri. Ké hoach cé thé bi bai 1o tir su thiéu quyét dinh ndy. Su
qua lai Sai Gon cua cac tham quyén My khong thé khong lam cho gioi linh dao CSVN nghi ngd. Cang nghi
ngo hon khi ngay 15 thang 12-1970, hoang than Phouma di tuyén bd ¢ Van Tuong, & Lao khéng muén VNCH
c6 mit ¢ Lao! Khdng can suy luan nhiéu, CSVN biét phai c6 chuyén gi Phouma méi tuyén bd nhw vay. Su
thuong hrong qua lai gitta My va Phouma c6 thé bi 19, Vi theo c&c nhan vién ngoai giao My, hé thdng bao mat
cua chinh phit Hoang gia Lao c6 nhiéu 15 thing hon cai... rd!

Thém vao 101 tuyén b6 cua Phouma, ba sy kién khac xdy ra trudc do6 cang lam cho CSVN khan dinh vé v dinh
ctia VNCH va Hoa Ky — hay it ra lim cho ho chuin bj phong thi. Sau cudc tan cong & Cam Bét, thang 9-1970
Luc lwong Pac biét Hoa Ky dd bod théng vao Ban
Bak (Ban Bac) pha hiy binh tram 37. Hai thang
sau, 11-1970, Hoa Ky nhay thing ra Son Tay,
modt v tri cach Ha Noi khong hon 50 cay s6. Roi
ngay 15 thang 1-1971 VNCH dung 19 ngan quan
danh tro lai Cam B6t. Vi nhitng cudc tin cong
don dap nhu vy, CSVN phai nghi Ha Lao s& I
Smuc tiéu sdp toi. [24]

. Nhicu Ioi don cho rang CSVN da biét dwoc ké
. hoach HQLS719 tir nhitng di¢p vién ctia ho ¢
| |mit ¢ Sai Gon. [25] Nhung véi dia hinh cia ving



hanh quan va truc 10 tién quan, dich khong thé nao khong suy doan duoc ké hoach cta ching ta. K& hoach bi
bai 10 khong phai do sy tai tinh ctia di phuong ma do su truc tric, thiéu phdi hop giita VNCH va Hoa Ky. Su
thiéu phdi hop nay vo tinh “thong bao™ ké hoach HQLS719 cho d6i phuong. Trong khi Hoa Thinh Bdn, BTTM
VNCH va MACV ddng v sé giit kin tin tirc it nhat cho dén ngay 4 thang 2-1971 (trong nguyén thuy, ngay 4
thang 2 la ngay chanh tharc khoi dau su hanh quan) trude khi tuyén bd ra cong cong. Nhung ngay 25 thang 1,
nhiéu si quan cip nhd & Quan doan I d3 duoc thong bao ngiy gid hanh va ké hoach hanh quén roi. Mot truong
hop khéc, ngay 22 thang 1, chinh trung twdng James Sutherland, tu Iénh QDXXIV, ching kién trung tudng
Hoanh Xuin Lim ban vé ké hoach HQLS719 vé1 chudn tudng Pham Van Pha va mot s6 si quan khéc, trong khi
ho ding chd mdy bay ngoai phong khach & phi truong. [26] M4t truong hop khac: ngay 15 thang 1, sau khi Bo
Tong Tham muu hoan thao ké hoach HQLS719, chuin tudng Tran Pinh Tho va thiéu twéng Donald Cowles cta
MACYV bay ra Pa Ning dé thuyét trinh cho tréng Lam va Sutherland khai niém hanh quan. Dé bao mat nén sb
st quan dugc moi tham du rat gi61 han. Sau budi thuyét trinh, khi ra khéi phong chuan tuong Tho gap dai ta Cao
Khic Nhat, dai ta Nhat hoi, “Tai sao khong cho tdi tham dy budi thuyét trinh? Toi d& hoan tat soan thao ké
hoach hanh quan [& cdp quan doan]?” [27]

Ngay 31 thang 1, nhat bao The New York Times dang tii mdt ngudn tin — trong d6 c6 doan trich tir nhat bao
London Observer — vé ké hoach HQLS719. Hai ngay sau, hing thong tin CBS News loan tai nguon tin. Tin
tirc tir dai CSB kha chinh xac vé muyc tiéu hanh quin va quan s6 tham du. Tin con loan bao luén ngay Tong
théng Nixon cho phép tién hanh ké hoach hanh quan. Nhu vdy, khong nhitng CSVN biét dugc ké hoach, ma ca
thé giéi cling biét luén. [28]

Qua sy thiéu phdi hop trén, ching ta nghi dbi phwong c6 thé suy luan ra ké hoach HQLS719. Tin tirc tinh béo
clia VNCH va MACV xéc dinh diéu nady, khi MACV “doc” dugc nhitng dién tin qua lai gitta cac binh tram va
bd tu I€nh Binh doan 559. Nhirng dién tin cho ta biét CSVN di thanh 1ap mdt bd tu €nh c6 tén 1a 70B cho mat
tran “DPuong 9 - Nam Lao.” Quan Enh chi thi cac bnh tram 9, 27, 33, 34 chudn bi phong thu ngan chan cudc
tién quan cia QLVNCH. [29] Ciing tir nhitng dién tin d6, MACV biét rd s6 quan CSVN dy bi cho cudc hanh
quan.

Khuyét diém trong cudc hanh quin

V6i tat ca nhitng tai iéu vé HQLS719 duoc giai
mat trong nhirng nam vira qua, sau khi tham
khao, da s cac tic gia vé quan sy dong ¥ vé mot
s6 khiém khuyét quan trong cua HQLS719: (a)
QLVNCH khong du quan dé dé bep ap luc ciia
quan CSVN trong vung hanh quan; (b) hoa luc va
khong van cia QDXXIV khong du dé yém trg
cho hrc rong hanh quan; (c) hé théng quan giai
cua Hoa Ky va VNCH khong duoc xac dinh 10
‘rang va thi hanh tri¢t dé trong subt cudc hanh
‘quan, lam cho nhiing quan Iénh khong duoc thuc
. ghlen va, (d) tm tic t1nh béo sai lac dua dén nhiéu
— ; " “\ tré ngai cho van dé tiép liéu, hoa hrc du tri, va sy
thay d6i bat than, giita duong, cua ké hoach.
a. Thang 3-1967 & hoi nghi thuong dinh Guam, Tong thong Nguyén Van Thiéu va Pai twéng Cao Van Vién dé
nghi voi Tong thong Lyndon Johnson mdt ké hoach danh qua Ha Lao dé cat dudng tiép t& CSVN vao nam.
Tong thong Johnson khong tra 16i ngay lic d6, nhung cudi nim 1967, Pai tuéng William Westmoreland ra lénh
cho ban tham muwu MACYV soan thio mdt ké hoach hanh quan tuong tu nhu HQLS719. Theo 161 mdt dai ta phu
trach soan thatio Hanh Quan OPLAN EL Paso, khai niém hanh quin can ba su doan Viét-My, twong dwong 60
ngan quan: mot su doan khong ky va mot su doan bo binh (My); va mdt su doan Nhay du VNCH. Luc Iuong
tiép li¢u va yem trg cho dao quén d6 phai c6 kha nang yém tro cho cip quan doan. Khai niém hanh quan dat
ning van dé tiép liéu bang khong van, vi nhu cau cta lyc hrong tai mit tran can it nhat 1 2.975 tin quan nhu




dung mdt ngay. [30]

Kissinger trong hoi ky 6 no1 khi 6ng hoi bai tudng We,stmoreland vé su kha thi ctia HQLS719, Westmoreland
noi cudc hanh quén can it nhat la bon s doan cong dé tan cong vao Tchepone. Va phai tan cong chép nhoang
béng truc thang van chtr khong thé danh duong bo chdm chap nhu dang thuc hién. [31] Qua nhing chi tiét trén,
ching ta thiy ba sur doan VNCH qua it dé ap dao Iuc lrong d6i phuong trong nhitng ngay dau — khi quan
CSVN chua huy dong tat ca luc lugng trir bi cua ho. O cao diém cta HQLS719, VNCH c¢6 30.746 quan ¢ chién
truong Lao, gdm 16 tiéu doan tac chién va 12 tiéu doan phao binh. Trong khi d6, tai ving hanh quin, BTL 70B
ctia CSVB c6 hon 60 ngan quan. [32]

Nhur tat ca hoc vién quéin su déu thudc nam long, khi tAn cong thi quan tin cong can ti s ba trén mot néu mubn
thinh cong. Trong HQLS719 quan tin cong chi bang phan nita quan phong thi, ma lai tin cong vao mot dia
hinh do d6i phuong hoan toan im chud.

b. Yém tro va tiép liéu cho cudc hanh quin dén tir QPXXIV Hoa Ky. Quan doan XXIV dugc thanh lp tir thang
8-1968, va thay thé Quén doan III TQLC ¢ Vuing I VNCH. Sau Giai doan I cua cudc hanh quén (bao vé duong
9 tr Pong Ha den Lao Bao va tai chiém phi trudong Khe Sanh), vai tro ctia QDXXIV duogc dat ning Vao tiép té
khong van va yém trg bang khong phao (aerial artillery/ phdo binh cuta tryc thing vo trang) — va su song con
cta cac Iyc lrong & chién trueong tiy thude vao sy hitu hidu cta hai kha ning ndy. Theo nhitng tai liéu dén tir
MACYV, QDXXXIV khong du kha ning dé yém tro cho cudc hanh quan, vé hoa lyc ciing nhu vé khong vén.

Tai liéu giai mat tr MACV cho thdy QDXXIV ¢ gan 600 tric thang dé phuc vu cho HQLS719. [33] Nhung
kha nang hoat dong ctia s truc thing bi giéi han vi hoa lrc, thoi tiét va bao tri — nhing yéu t6 ma hai tuan vao
cudc hanh quan, MACV va QDXXIV méi nhan ra. Chi n6i vé phuong dién tiép t& lwong thuc th6i, dao quan 30
ngan ngudi ¢ chién trudng can 150 phi vu tryc thing mdt ngdy dé thoa min — va day chi 13 nhu cdu t6i thiéu
voi mot ky thue phim va bon it nude cho mdi ngudi. [34] Qua tai idu, ching ta thiy nhitng can cu hoa luc rat
can nudce. Tac gia dai Gy phao binh Truong Duy Hy ndi vé nhitng canh gianh giut nude tiép té trén ddi 30: thiéu
nudc udng, thiéu nude dé lau chii nong stng phao binh.. Tiéu doan 2 Nhay du trude khi di tan khoi cin ctr hoa
hre 30, danh mdt dién tin én troi, yéu cau phi co lién lac thong bao véi tu nh su doan Nhay du vé tinh trang
tiép té nguy ngdp cia tiéu doan. “Bi bao vay d 10 ngdy, c6 200 thwong vong, khong co tiép té... khong nude va
lwong thuc hai ngdy qua. Cantiép té lap tirc khi troi sang.” [35]

S DHén ngdy 24 thing 2 BTL MACYV bung nd vi vén
|d¢ thiéu tryc thing: Dai tuéng Abrams dién Ién vi
= sy quan tri — hay thiéu quan tri — nhu cau

&= khong van cua BTL QDBXXIV. Siquan dudi
= quyén cua tuéng Sutherland bao cdo vé MACV
la mac du tinh hinh truc thang nguy ngap, nhung
trung tudng Sutherland van khong c6 mot phan
2 ng ndo thich hop dé giai quyét. Trong mdt trang
gidi mat clia tac pham The Abrams Tapes, chiing



ta doc duoc nhitng tiéng churi thé cta tur lénh va tu lénh phd MACV vé sy quan tri va diéu khién nhu cu cung
g trye thang cho mat trdn Ha Lao. Chua ha gian, tudng Abrams bay ra BTL Qb XXIV dé thi sat va... chui
thé tiép. [36] Ciing biét thém, Khong quan Hoa Ky da lam tit ca nhirng gi ho c6 thé lam duoc dé chuyén quan
nhu dung ra Dong Ha va Khe Sanh. Tir Dong Ha hang c6 thé di chuyén bang quan xa vé Khe Sanh. Nhung tir tir
Khe Sanh ra ving giao chién thi chi tréng chd vao truc thang. Sau ba ngay hanh quan, ngay 11 thang 2, Dai
tuong Lucius Clay, tu €nh Khong luc 7 than thd trong bu01 hop 6§ MACV: “Ngoai nhitng phi vu yém tr¢ cho
cudc hanh quin nay [HQLS719] t4i bay 12.000 phi vy yém trg mot thang. Toi bay 21.000 phi vu chuyén ché.
T6i bay 850-900 phi vu tham thinh. Y t6i muén néi i vAn dé bao tri... ching ta chi c6 thé bay dén mot giéi han
nao do th6i” Tuong Abrams cling khong thé phu nhan 13 khd nang khong van va khong luc cua quan doi Hoa
Ky & Viét Nam trong thoi diém d6 di dén mire tdi da. Chinh tudng Abrams cling thot 1én ¥ nghi d6 vao ngay 27
thang 2 — hai ngay sau khi ddi 31 cta Lix doan 3 Nhay du that thi: “Ching ta dang ngip dau voi ganh nang, &
Cam Bot ciing nhu ¢ Lao.” O mit tran Cam Bot, ngdy 23 vira qua tudng Tri vira tir nan tryc thing. Va dén ngay
27, MACV béo cao quan re VNCH c¢6 21.000 quan tai mit train Cam Bét. D6 14 Iy do tai sao Hoa Ky khong
con kha nang khong van.

Ké hoach HQLS719 ciing tinh sai vé kha ning yém tro hoa hrc, khong phao tir tryc thing & nhirng bai d6 quan.
Truc thing vo trang AH-1G hay nhitng chién
UH-1C bién cai thanh v trang, khong du hoa luc
dé dé bep phong khong ciia ddi phuong trén '
duong bay vao bai dap, hay ho tong nhitng phi vu
ché quadn. Mot lan nita, MACV va QDXXIV
khong udce lwong duoc su cuong nd cua phong
khong d6i phuong — cang lic cang gia ting theo
thoi gian cua tran chién. Khi MACV yéu cau
khong quan Hoa Ky yém tro va tham du vao ké
hoach don bai dap thi s truc thing thiét hai da
Ién khé cao. Trude khi do, thong thuong BTL
QDXXIV chi yéu cau 10-12 phi vu doi bom
chién thuat tir khong quén, roi phao binh va
khong phao truc thang dan 4ap hod lyc phong
khong dé cho truc thing dap xudng. Nhung sau [
20 ngay hanh quan, 31 tryc thang bi hiy hoai va
230 chiéc khac bi trang dan, phi cong truc thing Lyc quian Hoa Ky e ngai hon. Ngay 3 thang 3, khi d6 quan vao
bai dap LolLo & dong nam Tchepone, truc thang 2ap khang cu manh cta phong khong Cudc d6 quan bat dau tir
10 gio sang, bi nhidu gidn doan vi hoa hrc cta dbi phuong, dén 6:30 chiéu m6i hoan tit. Két qua: Lién doan 101
Khoéng van Truc thang c6 20 bi tring dan khong cat canh duoc; bay bi huy di€t hoan toan; va 42 bi tring dan hu
hai. Sy khinh thuwdng hoa lwc phong khong ctia ddi phwong gy nhidu tré ngai va thiét hai cho hrc lwong tin
cong. Ciing vi khinh thudng ddi phuwong nén QDXXIV khong “moi” Khong hwc 7 gop ¥ kién vao nhitng ké
hoach don bai, nhit 1 nhirng bai dap dé tién vao Tchepone vao dau thang 3. Sau lan thiét hai ¢ bai dap LoLo,
QDXXIV chip nhan phuong cach don bii d6 quan ciia Khong hyc 7. [37]

c. Hé thong chi huy va diéu khién ctia Hoa Ky va VNCH trong cudc hanh quin. Véan dé chi huy va diéu khién
phia VNCH di dugc bao chi, sach vo ban luan nhiéu. O day nguoi viét chi lip lai mot s6 chi tiét dang nhé. Pat
hai trung tuéng L& Nguyen Khang va Du Qubc Dong dudi quyén théng thudc cia trung twdéng Hoang Xuin
Lam gay nhidu tré ngai cho van dé chi huy va diéu khién. Su bat hop tic — va bat phuc — tung d1 nhién xay ra.
Tuwong tu, sy bat hop tac hién hitu khi Lir doan 1 Nhay du (dai ta Lé Quang Ludng) ndm dudi quyén théng
thudc ctia Chién doan 1 Pic nhiém (dai ta Nguyen Trong Luat). Sw gidm chan tai chd nim ngay 0 Ban Dong
ctia quan Du va Thiét ky; cudc g1a1 ctru that bai doi 31, dém 25 thang 2... ld nhitng bang ching vé su bét hop tac
nay. Tai li¢u cho thay su bat dong xdy ra khi twéng Khang dap ban lic noi chuyén voi twéng Lam. Tudng Lam
bay vé Dinh DPdc Lap dé than phién voi Tong thong Thiéu va Pai tuéng Vién vé tuéng Pdng. [38] Ciing chinh
vi sy bt hop tic ndy, trung tudng Lam da thay doi ké hoach gita Iic tran chién dang xay ra: Su doan 1 Bo binh
thay Sur doan Nhay du nhay vao Tchepone; TQLC tir Khe Sanh s& d6 bd vao nhitng cao diém phia nam dudng
9, thay thé bo binh ctia Sudoan 1. Su thay thé nay di giy nhidu thiét hai cho Su doan TQLC & hai cao diém




Hotel va Delta.

Hé thong chi huy va diéu khién cta Hoa Ky trong HQLS719, tuy khong c6 van de bat tuan hé thong quéan giai,
nhung ho lai quén chi dinh mot quan giai dé chi huy va diéu khién: O bo tu lénh tién phuong & Khe Sanh, cho
dén ngiy 24, Hoa Ky khong c6 mdt si quan cip tudng nio dé chi huy va diéu khién cac ong dai ta clia cac quan
ching khac nhau (si quan lién lac/ phdi hop ciia Khong duén, Hai quan, Thuy quan Luc chién...). Ngay 25
twdng Abrams méi cho mot trung tudng ra bo chi huy tién phuong de duyét xét sy hop tic va phdi hop giita
Khong quan va Lyc luan. Thém vao sy kho khan Ia cac si quan c6 van cho cac su doan VNCH lam vige truc
tiép cho MACV, nén ho khong phai tra 16i cho BTL QDXXIV, va ho di¢u khién chién thudt, cung cép tiép liéu,
yéu cau yém trg theo ¥ ho. DPoi khi MACYV phai gidi quyét nhitng trd ngai nay tir Sai Gon. [39]

Mot sy thiéu hiéu qua khac cua hé¢ théng chi huy va diéu khién 13 ndm xa nhau, kho “chay qua, chay lai” dé hd
trg. BTL QDXXIV nim ¢ Pa Nang; QD I naim & Hué va Quang Tri; va bo chi huy tién phuong thi nim & Khe
Sanh. Hé théng chi huy nhu vay khong bao dam duoc su lién tuc ctia quan Enh.

d. Tin tirc tinh bao sai lac trong cudc hanh quan. Khi tAn cong vao mot dia hinh do dich hm chu hoan toan, &
mot mat trdn xa hiu clr, va duong tiép té thi gi6i han boi chinh dia hinh do, tin tirc tinh bao vé Iyc lwong cua dbi
phuong rat quan trong. Moi sy sai léch vé tinh béo s& i mot yéu t6 quan trong dua dén thing thua trong trin
chién. Nhung rat tiéc, tin tirc tinh bio ma ban tham muu VNCH va Hoa Ky dga vao dé soan thao ké hoach
HQLS719 thi hoan toan sai lac. Sailac vé hoa lwc, quin sd, va dia hinh cta mit trin gdy nhiéu khdén don cho
hre hrong tan cong.

Hoa Iuc phong khong. Uéc tinh tinh bdo so khoi do Khong e
7 cung cép, cho biét Binh doan 559 va céc don vi truc thude
Binh doan 70B c6 khoang 225-275 sung phong khong. Dya
. vao tin turc nay, QbXXIV va Lién doan 101 Khong van Truc
thang nghi ho c6 thé ¢ ¢ “gial quyét dugc.” Cang nghi ho s& giai
_%quyet va ap ché duoc s lrong phong khong dlch ¢ Ha Lao,
% 5;&._\ nén ching nhitng Lyc quéin khdng xin yém tro ti da ctia
' #Khong quin, ma ho con cho udce tinh cia Khong quin qua cao.
'Nhung nguoc lai, wdce tinh cua Khong quan qua thap: Khi Am
8 tran thi méi biét CSVN co tir 525-575 stng phong khong ¢ mit
. , Atran. [40] Nhiéu nhat [ loai 12.7 ly Loai sting nay khong 16n,
khong ban duoc cao, nhung du dé triét ha nhitng truc thiang do
W bai. Va Vil khi d6 d3 lam thay ddi tran chién rat nhiéu. Udc
hrong vé hoa lyc dia phéo ciing hoan toan sai: Khong luc va
phao binh Pong Minh khong phan phao hay ap dao duoc tat

X nhung u phéo cua d6i phuong. Pau thang 3, trung tuéng
&34 Sutherland g01 dlen thoal ve n01 V0’1 tu lenh pho MACV Fred

: 'khéng phai ,Vi ap h_Iq bd binh cua dich ma Ia vi phéo». Hon 1.000
%qué phao bin vio ddi 30 trong hai ngiy trude khi tidu doan di
| otan, huy di€t tat ca phdo binh cua hai phao doi dong trén



Sai lac vé dia hinh. Khong anh do Khong hrc 7 cung cip va udc lwong cho biét duong 9 tir Lao Bao vé Ban
Pong Iru thong dugce. Xang va nudc udng sé
duoc chuyén van bang quin xa theo 10 trinh d6
dé tiép té cho mat tran. Nhung khong anh hoan
toan sai: Buong 9 bi khong quan ddi bom tir nAm
1966, cit ra nhicu doan. Trén duong, doi khi co
nhiéu 16 thing bé ngang 6-7 thude, siu 2-3 thudc.
[42] Khi nhitng chuyén xa “tanker” loai 5.000
gallons gdp nhitng khic duong do, ho khong
bing qua duoc duge. Xang va nude chi dén duoc
Khe Sanh, tir d6 ra chién truong phai a truc
thang. Di chuyén bang duong bo khong dugc
gady mdt ganh nang cho khong van. Nudc cho
nguoi da la mot ganh ndng; nang hon 1a nhién
li¢u cho cac lyc lwong co gioi. Luc lwgng co hiru
ctia Lir doan 1 Ky binh c6 tong cong 62 xe ting
va 162 thiét giap. Chua ké nhu’ng quan xa di theo. [43] Co gi6i ma khong c6 xang thi cling nhu khong. Trén
doan duong rat quan vé bién gidi, mot s qun xa, thiét giap, xe ting, bi bo lai chi vi hét xang. Khi BTL
QbXXIV blet dugc chuyén van s& hoan toan phu thudc vao khong van, thi kha ning khong van cta quan doan
d3 qua mirc tdi da, khong con xay chuyén duoc.

Mot sai lac vé dia hinh rét cin ban xay ra trong HQLS719 néi lén sy that bai ctia nguyén ké hoach: linh di qua
Ha Lao khong dugc trang biy phuc cho thoi tiét lanh. Trén nhitng cao d6 ¢ Ha Lao, ban dém linh rat khd so vi
lanh. Riung ndi & Ha Lao vao thang 2, trén d6i cao ma khong trang bi quan phuc 4m cho linh thi d6 13 mdt wéc
tinh thiéu sot khong hiéu duge. Pieu d6 nodi 1én tat ca su so sot ciia ké hoach HQLS719.
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[1]Su quan trong cua Quyét nghi 9 dwoc Bo Tong Tham muu VNCH (BTTM VNCH) va Bo Tu 1énh MACV
(BTT MACV) nhic dén nhiéu Ian trong nhitng budi hop quan trong. Boc Lewis Sorley, The Abrams Tapes,
trang 278-79, 282, 305. Biém chanh cua Nghi quyét 9 [a CSVN khong con chi truong mot chién thing toan



dién bang quan sy nira, tréi lai cac don vi phai tré lai thé thu dong, dong quan tai chd cho dén khi tinh hinh thay
ddi thuan loi hon. Bi ddi v6i chién thuat an binh bat dong, bo trr lénh B-3 (Tay Nguyén) dua tit ca nhitng don vi
khong can thiét (tiép van va hau can) tré nguoic vé Bic vi ving dong quin khong con gao dé nudi linh. Tai licu
cho biét hon 30 ngan quan phai 161 nguoc tré vé Béc trong ndm 1969-70. Poc Thuong twéng Pang Vil Hiép, Ky
rc Tay Nguyén, trang 130-41; trung tuéng Dong SiNguyén, Duong xuyén Trudng Son, trang 151-53.

[2]M6t vai con sb cta nam 1969-70. Voi tinh hinh an ninh lang x3 dwoc bao vé, mia la ndm 1970 mién Nam
san suat 6.5 triéu tan lda, nhidu nhat tir trede dén gio. Thiét hai cia CSVN nam 1969 i 156.000 chét; va nim
1970 la 103.000. VNCH c6 21.000 tir thuong cho nim 1969; va 23.000 cho nim 1970. (Cac con sé duoc gom
lai thanh sb thanh sb chan.) Mot chi tiét khac cho thiy CSVN giéi han lai nhitng hoat dong quén Sy trong nim
1970: Nam 1967 CSVN xam nhdp 101 ngan quan; ndm 1968, 244 ngan; va 1969, 104 ngan. Nhung nam 1970,
s6 quan xam nhap chi con hon 57 ngan. Con sb ndy chi dé b sung vao s thiét hai trong nim d6. Tai liéu, Bo
Qubc phong Hoa Ky, Office of Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence (CFP-ODCSOPS-3/18.1. June 30, 1972).
[3]Chuan twéng Tran Binh Tho, The Cambodian Incursion, trang 171-72; 193-94

[4]Theo dai tuc’yng Donn Starry (mdt dai ta lir doan trueong trong cudc hanh quan qua Cam B6t), dia hinh & Cam
Bét Iy thO’ng dén do, tai mot mat tran, 250 xe thlet van xa dan hang ngang, cach nhau 25 thudc mot chiéc, va tin
cong thang trén mot mit tran sau cay sau cdy sb chidu ngang, “4p dao moi khang cu cua dbi phuong.” Donn A.
Starry, Mounted Combat in Vietnam, trang 172.

[5]Quan lxc Hoa Ky rit quan ra khoi lEnh thé Cam Bét vao ngay 30 thang 6-1970. QLVNCH Vin con quan ¢
Cam Bét dé gitip d& quan doi Hoang Gia Cam Bt cho dén cubi thang 8-1970. Tuy nhién tir thang 8 cho dén
cudi nim 1970, QLVNCH van ra vao lnh thd Cam B6t tly theo nhu cau an ninh. Dau nam 1971, QLVNCH
mé cudc hanh quan Toan Thang 1/71, véi hon 19 ngan quén tham du. Tai liéu chi tiét nhat vé nhitng cudc hanh
quan qua Cam B6t ndm 1970 I, chudn twdng Tran Pinh Tho, The Cambodian Incursion. Goi la nhitng cudc
hanh quéan, vi ba canh quan VNCH-M¥ c6 tén khac nhau khi danh qua Cam Bét: Hanh quan Toan Thing la
canh quan tir Quan doan III; Hanh quan Ciru Long, i cac don vi tir Quan doan IV; va Hanh quan Binh Tay, dén
tir Quin doan II. Trong mot trudng hop, hanh quan Toan Thang 42/ Pai Bang, dé chi su phu trach riéng biét cua
Sur doan Nhay du VNCH, tai mot ving trach nhiém, trong mot thoi gian dic thi. Doc Tran Binh Tho, sdd, cing
chuong.

[6]Céc quan kénh trao d6i gira BTL Thai Binh Dwong va BTL MACV nam trong Willard J. Webb, The Joint
Chiefs of Staff and the War in Vietnam, 1971-1973, Part |, trang 15-20. Quan Iénh cua twong Abrams goi cho
cac truong phong cia BTL MACYV hru trit trong Abrams Special Collection, U.S. Army War College, Carlisle,
Pennsylvania.

[7]Tai liéu, sach lién hé vé chién tranh & Lao, doc Christoper Robbins, The Ravens: The Men Who Flew in
America’s Secret War in Laos. V& nhitng co s dién tir, hé théng ra-da trén dat Lao, doc Timothy Castle, One
Day Too Long: Top Secret Site 85 and the Bombing of North Vietnam.

[8]Trung binh, mot tiéu doan giao chién hai ngdy, can hon nim tin dan. Lwong thuc va nhitng tiép lieu khac
chura ké. Con s6 nay dén tir cdp s vii khi va dan trang bj cho mot tiéu doan b binh can ban. Tai liéu va phuong
thize tinh dén tir A Study of Data Related to Viet Cong/ North Vietnamese Army Logistics and Manpower, trang
25-35 (Document 5-3-17, Top-Secret, LBJ Library).

[9]Nguyén Viét Phuong, mot cuu dai ta trong Doan 559, ghi lai mot sb chi tiét vé co cdu PHCM trong Trudng
Son: Puong H6 Chi Minh huyén thoai (2 quyén). Sach cua céc tac gia CSVN viét vé DPHCM nhiéu, nhung chét
lrong khong co. Néu doc ki va ddi chiéu nhidu tai liéu véi nhau, doc gia s& thiy nhidéu mau thuin hién nhién.
Tac gia Vviét bai ndy c6 nhan dinh téng quat thu liéu v& DPHCM cta CSVN trong “Binh doan, binh tram, va
duong di B: Poc mot vai quyén sach vé Puong H6 Chi Minh” (Chuyén san Dong st Viét, S6 4, nim 2007. Co
thé doc trén Internet & web site www.talawas.org).

[10]Tong cuc Hau can, Van tai quan sy chién Iwoc trén Puong HO6 Chi Minh trong khang chién chéng My, trang
435. Trong s6 970 stng phong khdng, c6 416 sing & loai 12.7 ly, s6 con lai 1 tr 20 ly tré IBn; va, Project
CHECO, Headquarters Seventh Air Force, Commando Hunt V. Dai bac phong khong 37 ly c6 tam hiéu qua &
cao d6 10.000 bo; 85 ly, 25.000 bo; 100 ly, 31.000 bo. AC-130 hoat dong khoang 9.500 bo; B-52, tir 28.000 dén



31.000 bd.

[11]Vé co cau ctia MACV-SOG (Military Assistance Command-Studies and Observations Group) va chi tiét
nhirng diép vu xam nhap vao Lao, doc Military Assistance Command Vietnam, Command History, 1970.
Appendix B, Part V, MACSOG Dcumentation Study (July 1970). Studies and Observations Group la mét my
danh cua Special Operations Group, mot lién doan Luc lwong Dic biét phu trach vé tinh béo chién Iwgc cho
BTL MACV.

[12]S4ch cua CSVN ghi tén céc cua khau 1a Puong 12-Mu Gia-Seng Phan; Puong 20-Ta Lé-Lum Bum; Puong
18-Déo 700-Ta Lao. Khong thiy tai liéu cia ho ndi vé “Box Delta,” mot crakhau trong diém nim ngay dudi vi
tuyén 17 va bién gisi Lao.

[13]Vé nhitng chién dich doi bom Commando Hunt & Ha Lao, doc Project CHECO, Headquarters Pacific Air
Forcce, Commando Hunt V. Trong cao diém cua chién dich doi bom chién hroc, Bo Tu Iénh Khdng quan Chién
hrge (Strategic Air Command 13 BTL diéu khién phéo dai bay B-52) cung cip cho MACV 1.400 phi vy B-52
mot thang. Khoang 300 phi vu duoc st dung bén trong lEnh thd VNCH, s6 con lai cho nhirng myc tiéu ¢ Ha
Lao.

[14]Henry Kissinger, White House Years, trang 1004-05.

[15]H.R Haldeman, The Haldeman Diaries, trang 224-26; 239. Haldeman Ia Chief of Staff cua tong théng
Nixon. Alexander Haig, Inner Circles, trang 273-76. Nhung theo tac gia Seymour Hersh (the Price of Power:
Kissinger in the Nixon White House, trang 308) thi chinh Haig i ngudi dé nghi ké hoach HQLS719 Vv6i
Kissinger. Nhirng su d6 thira qua lai cho thiy khdng ai nhan lam tac gia mot ké hoach bat hoan hao — néu
khong néi la tht bai.

[16]Pai tuong Bruce Palmer, Jr., The 25-Year War, trang 108; Sorley, A Better War, trang 234-35. Tir thang 1-
1970 dén thang 3-1971 tudng Haig dén Sai Gon ba lan. Muc dich ctia chuyén dingay 13 thang 12-1970 thi da
noi trén; chuyén viéng tham giira thang 3-1971, 1a dé thim dinh tinh hinh HQLS719 dang dién ra. “.. ké hoach
danh qua bién gi6i.” La 4m chi hanh quan Toan Thing 1/71, danh tré lai ving don dién Chup, Krek, va phia
nam Kompong Cham.

[17]Tai licu do National Archives giai mat va dugc nhat bao The Washington Post dang tai ngay XXX.
[18]Mot s6 cac tai lisu Hoa Ky n6i vé HQS719 doi khi dudi tén Dewey Canyon 1. That sy Dewey Canyon Il
mot phan cua HQLS719, va chi la nhitng hoat dong cuia quan hrc Hoa Ky & bén nay bién giéi. Ly do goi la
Dewey Canyon II, vi hai nam trude do, thaing 1-1969, TQLC Hoa Ky da c6 hanh quan Dewey Canyon danh qua
bién gisi Lao & khu viee A Shau, vao can ctr hau can 611 va 609 do Binh tram 42 phu trach. Cudc hanh quan
nam 1969 rat gidi han (sdu vao bién gisi Lao tir bén dén sau cay s6) nhung pha hiy va tich thu nhiéu vii khi,
quan nhu dung cua CSVN. Lewis Sorley, The Abrams Tapes, trang 129, 156; Shelby Stanton, The Rise and Fall
of An American Army, trang 295-300.

[19]Vi hanh quan ¢ vung tradch nhiém cua Quan doan I, trung tudng Hoang Xuan Lam, tu Iénh Quan doan I
duoc cir lam tu 1énh cudc hanh quan. Quan doan XXIV la BTL My phu trach Vung I. Trudc day, BTL Quan
doan III TQLC (Il Marine Amphibious Force) phu trach dia phan ndy. Cubi nim 1969, TQLC Hoa Ky bt dau
roi Viét Nam trong chwong trinh Viét Nam hod, va MACV lap ra BTL Quan doan XXIV dé thay cho Il MAF.
[20]Ngay thang va noi dung cua nhitng dién vin, quin kénh trao ddi gitta BTL TBD va BTL MACV nam trong
The Joint Chiefs of Staff and the War in Vietnam, 1971-1973, Part I. Mot s6 dién vin trao ddi giita
BTMLQHK, BTL TBD, MACYV dugc so lugc trong Lewis Srley, A Better War, trang 228-246.

[21]Ba ké hoach tin cong qua bién gisi I3, tin cong qua Cam B6t, Ha Lao, va dot kich bi mat qua vi tuyén 17.
Cudc tin cong qua Cam B6t 1a hanh quan Toan Thang 1/71, v6i 19 ngan quan tham duy. Lewis Sorley, sd
[22]Pay 1a khu vuc cua binh tram 37, nam trén mot ving c6 tén la Ban Bak (tai licu CSVN goi la Ban Bac),
khoang 60 cy s tir bién giéi Viet Nam. Néu nhin ban d6 quan su, ving ndy nam bén trai qudc 16 14, huéng tay
cua Kham Buc. Day la caén ctr 609, can cir hau can Ién nhit sau Tchepone. Trung tuan thang 9-1970, LLDB
MY tan cong vao binh tram ndy trong cuc hanh quan Tailwind. Trong cudc hanh quin d6, LLDB M¥ bi wu céo
da dung vii khi hoi doc Sarin. B Qubc phong My phai giai mat mot sb hd so vé cudc hanh quan dé phan ddi tin
don sai lac nay.



[23]The Joint Chiefs of Staff and the War in Vietnam, trang 24-25.

[24]Mot ky gia My viéng tham Ha Noi ké lai, Ngoai truéng Nguyén Co Thach n6i Tong thdng Nixon cd
khuynh hwéng lam nhitng chuyén tao bao, va chinh phi Ha Noi phai dy kién nhidu vién twong bt ngo sau hai
lAn bi tan céng vao Ban Bak va Tdy Son. Seymour Hersh, The Price of Power, trang 306.

[25]Larry Berman, trong tac pham vé diép vién Pham Xuan An, néi An biét dugc ké hoach HQLS719 tir mot
“dai td Nhay du va LLPB.” Tuy nhién, qua nhirng gi ching ta doc duoc trong sach, day chi la nhitng o1 doan
mo, néu khdng 1a ndi doc ciia Pham Xuan An. Boc Perfect Spy: The Incredible DoubleLife of Pham Xuan An,
trang 184-85.

[26]Pai uy Truong Duy Hy trong Tir thir cin ctr hoa hyc 30 Ha Lao, cho biét ngay 25 thang 1-1971, 6ng va
nhidu si quan dwgc goi V& bo chi huy tiéu doan phdo binh dé nghe thuyét trinh vé cudc hanh quan. Trong budi
hop, tin chanh thirc cho biét hanh quan sé& khai dién sau Tét Tan Hoi (Ming Mot Tét nam 1971 1a ngay 27 thang
1). V& chuyén twéng LAm néi chuyén véi teéng Pham Vian Phu ¢ phi trudng, doc John Prados, The Blood
Road: The Ho Chi Minh Trail and the Viet Nam War, trang 322-23.

[27]Poc thiéu twéng Nguyén Duy Hinh, Lam Son 719, trang 34. Dai td Cao Khic Nhat 1a tham muru truong
Quan doan I; Chuan twéng Tran Binh Tho, Phong 3, BTTM:; thiéu twéng Donald H. Cowles, Phong 3, MACV.
[28]The Joint Chiefs of Staff and the War in Vietnam, trang 26-28. Phdng vién Marvin Kalb ndi tring phdc
ngay Nixon ra Iénh tién hanh Giai doan | ctia HQLS719.

[29]Sorley, The Abrams Tapes, trang 428, 525, 530, 599. Binh tram 9 phu trach vung Tchepone, Ban C9, Tha
Khéng (dwong 18); binh tram 27 phu trach duong 16, di vé Ban Dong; 33 va 34 phy trach duong 914 tir
Tchepone vé Ban Dong, nam phia tiy nam duong 9.

[30]Pai ta John M. Collins, Oplan El Paso, Joint Forces Quarterly, Autumn/Winter 1997-98, trang 118. Quan s
cho cudc hanh quan 1a 60 ngan, nhung ving hoat dong cta Oplan El Paso Ion hon HQLS719: Pong Khe Sanh,
Bic song Xe Banghiang, tdy Muong Phine, nam Muong Nong. Su doan ctia My dong hon ctia VNCH rét nhidu:
su doan khong ky c6 quan sb 22 ngan; su doan bo binh dién hinh ¢6 16 ngan. Con s6 60 ngan cho ba su doan,
chic Ia cong thém nhitng don vi cdng binh, thiét ky, phao binh co hitu cia su doan.

[31]Kissinger, sdd, trang 1005. Trong trang nay, Kissinger no6i ong ndéi chuyén vai Westmoreland ngay 23 thang
2 (hai ngay trudce khi can cir hoa hyc 31 that thii; ndm ngdy sau khi hai tién don cia BDQ da mat), va
Westmoreland ndi bén sur doan Ia Iwc lwong téi thiéu cho cudc hanh quan. Nhung & trang 906, Kissinger lai noi
ké hoach trong qua khir do Westmoreland soan thao can dén hai quan doan linh My (chir nghién ciia nguoi

viét). Kissinger noi hai quan doan ciing c6 Iy do, néu mot su doan 1 10 ngan quan (ba su doan i mot quan
doan; 60 ngan quan trong wdc tinh cia Oplan El Paso, trén can ban, 1a hai quan doan).

[32]S6 quan 30.746 VNCH dén tir phiéu dé trinh, Phong 3, BTTM, Géi Tong truong Qudc phong, dé muc:
Tong két ton that ban/ dich trong cudc hanh quian Lam Son 719. Ngay 10 thing 4-1971, BTTM cho hru hanh tai
lidu nay dé cho cac co quan lién hé st dung khi noi vé thiét hai ban/ dich trong cuc hanh quan. Nhung phai
nhan manh & day, 30 ngan quan 14 t6ng s6 quan chanh thirc tham du HQLS719. Sb quan that sy ¢ mit tran quéa
19 ngan trong cao diém cudc hanh quan. S6 quan 60 ngin CSVN dén tir Merle Pribbenow, translator, Victory in
Vietnam: The Official History of the People’s Army of Vietnam, 1954-1975, trang 274 (Pay la ban dich cudn
Thoi ky treeng thanh cua Quéan doi Nhan dan Viét Nam trong cudc khéng chién chéng M, ciru mrée, Ha Noi:
Quan Doi Nhan Dan, 1994.) . Trong tai liéu nay, CSVN néi dau thang 2-1971 ¢ viing hanh quan ho c6 nim su
doan bo binh (308, 304, 320, 324, va 2); hai trung doan doc lap (27 va, 278); tam trung doan phao binh; ban
trung doan cong binh, ba tiéu doan xe ting; sau trung doan phong khong; tam tiéu doan dic cong; va cac don vi
hau can, van tai. Tai liéu dén tr Ban Tham muru Lién quédn cho biét cudi thang 3, & mot vai mat tran CSVN ¢
quan gap ba lan quan VNCH. The Joint Chiefs of Staff and the War in Vietam, trang 43.

[33]Nguoi viét ding hai tai liéu cho phan ndy, Lewis Sorley, The Abrams Tapes; va, Headquarters 101st
Airborne Division (Airmobile), Final Report: Airmobile Operations in Support of Operation LAMSON 719 (24
April 1971). Phan I6n tryc thing, 426 chiéc, dén tir Lién doan 101 Khong van Tryc thing (101st Aviation
Group), sb con lai dén tir nhitng tiéu doan xung kich, khong phio, ctru thwong, quan sat. Trong sé gan 600 truc
thang nay, chi c6 53 | loai chuyén cho niang, CH-47, va hon 100 chiéc loai AH-1G (gunship). Thém vao d6 kha



ning “chudn bj tac chién” (san sang dé bay) cua tat ca truc thaéng chi duoc 70%. Ba tudn cudi cing cua tran
chién, QPXXIV “muon” dwoc thém hon 100 truc thing nita, ndng tong sé IBn gan 700 chiéc.

[34]Ba lon gao va 250 grams d6 an 1 mot ky; bdn lit nude (trong duong mot gallon) & bén ky. Ba muwoi ngin
ngudi can 150.000 ky (150 tan). Trong tai an toan cho truc thing UH-1 la 1.000 ky mét phi vu. Tro lai ké hoach
Oplan El Paso, dy liéu tiép t& cho quan sé 60 ngan fa 3.000 tan mot ngdy — 50 ky cho mdi dau ngudi. Di nhién
con s6 ndy tinh lubn quan nhu dung can dé tac chién. Gia du HQLS719 chi can 1/3 nhu cau cua Oplan El Paso
(16.6 ky mdi dau nguoi), thi phai can gan 500 phi vu dé cung tng cho 30 ngin quan. 6 1 chwa néi dén phi vy
ctru thuong, yém tro hoa hrc, ho tong va tham thinh. Tai liéu cho biét s6 quan cao nhit VNCHc6 ¢ Ha Lao a 19
tiéu doan tac chién va 12 tiéu doan phao binh (c6 tai liéu ndi 18 tiéu doan tac chién va 10 tiéu doan phio binh
trong cao diém cua chién truong).

[35]Headquarters Pacific Air Force, Project CHECO, Lam Son 719, trang 102. Pién tin danh 1én cho may bay
tién sat vio dém 4 thang 3, nhd' chuyén vé BTL su doan Du ¢ Khe Sanh. Tiéu doan 2 Nhay du di tan khoi cin
ctr bang duong bo chiéu hém sau. Canh thiéu nude duoc tac gia Tir Thir Cin Ctr Hoad Luc 30 Ha Lao nhic lai
nhiéu lan trong sach.

[36]Lewis Sorley, The Abrams Tapes, trang 545-46; A Better War, trang 251-53.

[37]LoLo 1 bii d6 quan xa nhit tir bién gidi cho dén ngay 3 thang 3. Pay 1 bai d6 quan dé chuan bi nhay vao
Tchepone. Sau LoLo 13 cac bii dap Liz, Sophia, va cudi cing 1 Hope, ngdy 6 thang 3. Khong quan don bai dap
Liz ngay 4 thang 3 rat “ré, dep, bén.”: mot trai BLU-82 (15.000 can); 14 phi vu B-52; 10 phi vu doi bom chién
thuat; 13 phi vu bom CBU nd chim chdng ngudi. Sau d6 trong khi chd tre thing dén bai dap, ct 10 phit co
mot phi vu doi bom chién thuat cho dén khi doan truc thing xuat hién. Trong 62 truc thing d6 quan, hai chiéc bi
ban hily diét va 18 bj tring dan. O bai dap Hope: 25 phi vu B-52; hai trai BLU-82; 50 phi vu chién thuat cho cac
loai bom CBUs; va trong Iic truc thing 1én xudng d6 quan, thén 29 phi vu bom chién thuat nira. Két qua, khong
mot truc thang nao bi thiét hai ¢ Hope. Boc Project CHECO, Lam Son 719, trang 93-101.

[38]Chuyén twéng Khang va tudng LAm, The Abrams Tapes, trang 566-67; Tuéng LAm than phién tuéng Bong,
dién van Top Secret MAC 02455 Eyes Only, dai tudng Abrams goi trung tuong Sutherland, 9 March, 1971,
dién van Top Secret, QTR 0306, Eyes Only, Sutherland gai Abrams, 10 March 1971.

[39]Si quan ¢b van cho Su doan Nhay di, va Su doan TQLC 13 hai thi du dién hinh. C4vin TQLC Hoa Ky da
tan tinh ciru nguy cho Tiéu doan 4 TQLC ¢ ddi Delta dém 25 thang 3, khi ddi bi tran ngap (ngudi ¢b van xin
truc thang CH-53 cua Hai quan Hoa Ky thang tir Ham doi 7, thay gi qua don vi co hitu khéng van cia QD
XXIV). Trong khi ¢6 vin Nhay du thi khéng nam viing tinh hinh ctia cac don vi Nhay du ma 6ng dang ¢ van.
Sau khi Doi 31 that thi, twong Arams bat than giai nhiém dai t ¢6 van Su Nhay di William Arthur Pence, va
thay bang dai td James Vaught. Vaught sau ndy vé huu voi cip bac trung tréng va van tinh ban vai linh di
VNCH cho dén ngay hém nay.

[40]Project CHECO, trang 19. Trong s6 lwong sting dé, ¢ 170-200 siing loai tir 23 ly dén 100 ly. S6 con lai ¢6
khau do nho, 12.71y dén 20 ly, nhung gy nhiéu thiét hai nhat.

[41]Sorley, A Better War, trang 250. Dai iy Truong Duy Hy ciing ghi lai diéu ndy trong sach cia ong.
[42]Sorley, sdd, trang 246. Chuyén vién khong anh khdng nhan ra dwoc nhitng chi tiét d6, vi sau mot thoi gian,
c6 moc phu 18n, chup khéng anh khong thé phan biét duoc.

[43]Tiép liéu trén doan duong Pong Ha-Khe Sanh rat phutc tap, voi hon 1.000 chuyén xe mot ngiy trén doan
duong mot xe di (one-lane road). Chuyén ché xing bang truc thing ton kém nhiéu phi vu. Mét lit xing ning
878 grams. Quan xa loai bén tin (GMC) chay 5km mdt lit xing; xe ting M-41, 2.5 lit mot cay sd; M-113, 3 cay
s6 mot lit. Xe “tanker” chd xdng ma ching ta thdy chay trén xa 19, c6 trong tai t6i da 6.000 gallons (24 ngan lit),
nhung thong thuong chi chd 5.000 gallons (20 ngan lit). Di chuyén 5.000 gallons xing can 17 phi vu truc thing
UH-1, hay nam phi vu cua CH-47.



